
Deaf Link Uganda began a Micro-

Credit Initiative: Tweyambe 

Deaf Development Project in 

May 2010. This project was a 

result of a critical need to urgently  

respond to the economic  welfare 

the deaf. Friends of Deaf Link 

Uganda, Sodra KFUK -KFUM 

the Swedish YWCA-YMCA South-

ern Branch, rose to the occasion 

to support our initiative by giving 

financial support of SEK5,000 

(equivalent of US$500) to our 

organisation.    

The economic exclusion and dis-

crimination against deaf people is 

rooted in negative cultural per-

ceptions that result in abuse and 

exploitation. Through our micro 

credit loan initiative, Deaf  Link 

Uganda is responding to these 

injustices by providing economic 

opportunities to deaf and hard of 

hearing individuals, to enable 

them invest in their businesses, 

increase income and improve 

their livelihoods to become em-

powered and active participants 

in socio-economic development.  

Phase 1 of this project is targeting 

deaf women entrepreneurs with 

existing businesses, because they 

face multiple challenges that 

make them highly vulnerable to 

poverty and economic depend-

ency. Four deaf women succeeded 

in obtain a loan and each has 

shown great capacities in working  

towards improving their lives, 

becoming self sufficient and eco-

nomically productive role models 

for Uganda.  

TDDP: Micro Credit Initiative for Deaf Women .  
Financially supported by YWCA -YMCA Stockholm Sweden: Friends of DLU.  

Disabled women in sub-Saharan 

Africa are among the most disen-

franchised and victimised popula-

tions. Stigma and prejudices to-

wards disabled females exposes 

them to poverty, abuse, neglect 

and exploitation. The majority of 

deaf and hard of hearing females 

have no access to educational, 

skills training or employment 

opportunities and are more likely 

to become dependent on their 

families for financial support.  

We felt that Phase 1 of our Micro-

Credit initiative should give prior-

ity to deaf women entrepreneurs 

because they have successes 

against all odds to improve their 

lives. Despite experiencing huge 

challenges, they have overcome 

insurmountable economic barriers 

to achieve financial independence. 

They are instrumental to social and 

economic progress.  

An entrepreneur is anyone who has 

the capacity to undertake any busi-

ness, however small. A. Lawoko   

Engaging Deaf Women Entrepreneurs.  
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Phase One: 2010  

FACTS:  

Disabled African women 

possess enormous busi-

ness potentials.  

Disabled African women 

can make significant con-

tributions to their families, 

communities & Nations!  

Deaf Link Uganda is break-

ing barriers to provide eco-

nomic opportunities to 

Deaf Women.  

Social & cultural prejudices 

against disabled people 

are still major impedi-

ments to Africaôs economic 

development.  

Learn more about DLU, please visit our website: http://www.deaflinkuganda.org/  

Alex Lawoko : TDDP Instructor . 

Nasser  (TDDP Coordinator)   

shares his opinion with Faridah 

during TDDP Session at DLU.  

Esther displays her products made 

as a result of the TDDP loan.  

DLU at the Forefront 

in securing a produc-

tive future for the 

Deaf.  

Deaf Enterprise is 

vital to the economic 

and social progress of 

Africa. N. Kiyaga 

DLU inspires Business 

Innovation among the 

Deaf & Hard of Hearing 

Ugandans. 


